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OPERATI N _STA I~RDS SU4ARY

, Dacamber 1968

During the month Cperation SiA LIRDS continued to expand the U. 3. Havy
arsa of operations on the inlsnd waterways of ﬁbe III and IV Corpna Tactical
Jones. Worldng with both Us Y. and Vieinamese zraund units, Shs combined
slforts of the three javy task “ooces mada 3imdilicans “rogress iz tha lntere
dictica, zacificatlicn, zad Rassssment Sampad ms.

Interdiction zatrols contimued sn the Zach a-lonz Juyen Canal ia Tlen
Giang Province and alenz tae Jaxbodlan bSorder on “he RBach Zicng Thanh and vinh

Te Canal. Combined FSR/ASPS patrols on the Rach Gla~long Xuyen Canal wers

operated on the Van Co Tay and Vam Co Dong up to 35 miles west and 50 miles

supplemented by frequent Zeglonal Torce (RF) sweeps along the canal banks. ¢a
the Vinh Te enemy oppositicn encountered early in the month was net by occasional 4
employment of R¥ and CIDG sweeps amxl adding ATC's to the patrol force until - I
£alling water lsvels prevented ATC operations lats in the month. An ATC was .
also employsd with the PCFt's operating on the Rach Giang Thanh. Here it was :m;
found that night pabtrols using night observation devices gave the patrol unite S
an advantage over the enemy in ambush situations. U. i Navy SEAL operations ‘
wore also carried out along the Vinh Te Canal early in the month. Enemy oppo=- ; :
sition to these two interdiction campaigns decreased significantly toward the *
end of Decembor, _ :
A third interdiction campaign was initisted with Operstion GIANT SLING= M;
SHOT on 6 Decemmber. River Patrol Force and Mobile Riverine Force units have }

s

northwest of Salgon in an effort to cut eneay infiltration f£y~a the "Parrotls _

ooy
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the sdjoining rivers and ccanls and naval junilre suppoct zisaions.
T™e overall results of .peratdon Sui 1JnlS include tie followirg:
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6e U3 material lossest

a., Sestroyod:

(1) Surface craft O
{2) Heliconters 3
Le Tusmssed!
C i1 surface orsddv 23 TT 115 =13y 77 118 =17, TT 117 &I0;
2} isiiganters . 2

“Itat Tese Iioures are partially Tetetitisusg af insse im s YU
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COA’TAL SURVAILLANCY FURCT SUGL RY :
Decembar 1968 R
»
Coastal activity incrsased during December as detections of Junks : k
and sampans r2se by nearly 15,000 to 47,314. Task Fores 115 unita checked
7L nereent, of “he craft detacted by sarryiag out 19,486 inspueesicna aad | ‘
1443523 boardiage. 4 Satal o7 1,107 perzons vare deciined i fasmovar
=arers or other suspiclous aetiriiy, Thers uere 1,550 devecuicnos 32
steel-nullad 7Tessels ia MAILLT LT areas quwring the aonthe 0 suspicious l

activity was disclosed by the 970 inspections and 22 boariings car—ied out

to check these vessela, In addition to normal surveillance operations in : |
the HARKGT TIME areas, "Swifi" boats assumed patrol duties on the lower ; ..
portions of the Co Chien, Ham Luong and Soirap Rivers. This permitted -
redeployment of Task Force 116 patrol eraft for Coperation SEA LIRDS!
i counter infiltration campaigns. On the rivers, PCF's of Task Foree 115
detected 11,687 eraft, inspected 2,407, and boarded 6,617.

Naval gunfire surport and river intrusion operations also increased

; during December. Of the 43 rivsr operations carried out, all but two took 0 O
place in IV CTZ as a part of Operation SEA LudDS, Also in suprort of
Operation SZA LORDS, two "Swift" boats conducted daily patrols of the Rach T
. Giang Thanh to counter enemy infiltration along the Cambodizn border. . )
' Hostile fire was encountsred on 23 of the river incursions, resulting in .
three USN and one VNN killed, 28 USMN and one VNN wounded, and 17 "Swift®
boats damaged. lnemy losses to gunfire from the ARKET TIME unibls during . [

Enclosure (2)
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« the river raids and 889 additlonal gunfire support missions came to 1,405

[V e S
. e
™y P

7 eraft and structures destroysi plus 1,006 heavily damaged, 119 killad

(68 hody count plus 51 probable), and 47 wounded (10 body count plus 37
probahla),

oo tas worning o2 5 Dacwmber, 2CP 36 and 7CT7 32 were zatrollias up

449 Jasn doaz Thana vhwn Shey dere sabushed devsn mil2a aortaeast of

3 Tione The zaaay fiood on wne two zacsol eralt foom Loud Ceans ol tae
Sdver il wmall srmy, ST-am sccillass tiflas amd Cedwd Meszide Jacaiaa
S0, @Al ards and yrendds Jire 2o she MSWAZLY teats sartially suppressed
the hostile fire as ther clearsd ths ambush ares, Tie crafi beached at Tra

Pho, a short distance upriver, to care for the nine crewmen wounded (three :.:'.'%

-
sexiously). In addition, one crewman was killed in the action and one VMN ‘ “
lost overboard and another woundod. No B-40 or rscoilless rifls rounds ‘
scored direct hits, however, both eraft were damaged by numerous amall _m.
arms hits. During the return downriver thmugh the ambush area, covsr e
was provided by a Task Force 116 light halicopter fire team that saturated ‘.:
the enany posiidons with rockets and machine gun fire. OTue Lo the dense

-

gover along both banks the ensmy was unseen throughout the engagoment and e
eneay losses were UNknown. :

On the morning of 10 December, PCF 70 and PCF 39 entered the Cua Dai
Aiver 12 miles southeast of Danang to takes enemy bunkers upriver under fire,
Aa the two craft were proeceeding back out to sea after destroying seven

bunkers, heavy automntic weapons fire was received {rom Lhros sites at

Enclosurs {2)
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‘ very close rangs. Tho enemy fire was returned killing at least one
! Viet Cong, After clearing the area, the craft proceaded to the Coastal
: Group 1; base for treatuent of five wounded crewmen. 4 naval gunfire

susport mission was fired oa toe mabusia site by WSS KIaHddd &TY

: (225=5) -rith uicrown resulia,
‘Than iz iy mit vas uddon ader firg Uy oan ewsizmabea L.

semmerty 15 miles aoril of Tuany al onm bLie 13th, PO 13 was called
’ for urzent neval sunlirw support. Wickiy responuing with 39 mounas |

of wortar firs, the enemy alitact was repulsed, 4 Sweep of toe arsa
- rovealed aight bodies and mumerous blood trails plus other human pazts
i indicating ieavy eneny losses, :“:

" An Oporation STA LOKDS miosion on 27 December book aix "Swifih ';I_f.';i}*

: boats supcorted by helicopters, fixed wing air strikes and a Seveuth
i Fleet deatroyer imo the previously unpenetrated Hang Ho, Bo Gul and NH‘.
Dam Doi rivers. Moving morth up adjoining canals, the RARK-T 1TiE
undts probed a Viet Cong headiuarters area nsar the southemn tip of J
3 Vietnsm, During the five-hour-long operation, 30 saapans, 15 | y

structures and four river barriers were deatroyed. Another 30 sampans :l‘é

and 24 structures were daizaged. During a brief but intense battle, as J
‘ the craft headed back to sea via the Cua lan River, one Vist Cong was ;
: killed and two erewnsn reccived mnor wounds. ;

On the night of 26 December, PCF 88 closed the shore threo miles ‘
west 52 Ha Tisn to illuminata a poasible contact. The illuminutlon -

Enclosure (2)
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: rounds apparently revealed the positiona of a Xhmer Xampuchea Xroa
i (XKX) and Vieb Cong unit because a fire fight broke out between the
' two units ashore that lasted for several hours. Friendly units at

ila Tien sbatad they were not imvolved and intalligency rezorts

tatteatad Lhnat Sha Tist Conz nad lost 22 Hlled ana 4oe X3 15 sdlud

0

amd 7 oeeurndad,

L
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RITER PALLL RORCY 8SU, aa- 3T .
December 1968 i

The operations being conducted in support of Uperation Scd LJILLS
842, Operation GIANT SLINGSHCT, Vinh Te Canal Cemroisn and facn Jia-
Long iuyen Cinal Caapaizn, hava taken some ITTPAITOR units o2 the a2jor
mvers o0 Lhe Jella. Accoruingly, there 22s 2ecn 2 correstonding Zecr:ase
12 numbers of contacws istectid and aunber 38 ZsTInms nucked i3 a3 xxpeeted
Jhen oving thess units 4o less dense areas f fovulitien nd ol
casiducus usa 27 provious exzurisnes and vactical intai igeamese, Task Sroup
i:x ¢smnanders have m.sitioned their memaining natrols to counter Lie eney in
= the most active areas. This has balanced sowewhat the dearcase in detecte
lons and search apnd 13 believed to be the best solution possible under the
above circumstances, To further offset the decreased patrol capability of
the major rivers by GAXLL JARDIN unita, PCF's of TF 115 began puatrolling the
lowar Ham luong River as part of Oparation SEA LCZDS, On 12 December TF 115
“as further tasked with patroliing the lower Co Chien and Soirep rivers as
part of SEA LOBDS, On 28 December TF 115 relieved TF 116 of patrol respon-
sibilities of the lower Ham Iuong ard Co Chien rivers. During this xonth
P2's of TT 116 detected 190,913 watercra®™ and conducted 45,513 inspecti-
ions and 81,218 boardings.

Intelligence reports during the month looked for the astart of the

A NS .
Yt T »

snamy's winter-spring offensive, Initial reports indicated thut a lorge

sczle ofPennive could be expected by the 22nd or tue month, this was

. '~'.--'.: CRCUP 4 Bnclosure (3)
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o Declassified after 12 years . _cb&.?:?_;xr_-;” -
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,j: . later revised Lo the 25th and eventually was farecast to occur scmetime
in January. The delay in the start of the offensive was attributed to
the apprehension of a considorzble number of enemy sapper/comio-liainon

X
3
b agents vithin the Capital Military District ard the disruptive oflactiee of
; allicd operations, in partieular the GLaiT DLLGGCBUIT patroles of <h: Tam Co

conz/Tan Co Tay rivera, on 2nwery movemant U jerwonnel and MLzli<de

Thare vars Tour attacks azsdinst avechant fodDs nn o sha Lonc Jau
5}“ riring <his reporting period. n 3 Decemcer, i adne detonmase 2wt 0
aetars astern of the 33 CUPHLL olALE and £C0 neters ajead o ting 35w MTAGUA

vith no friendly casualties or damage. un i Deceabar, a detonaticn occcurred

midships, outboard wide, of the 53 KARA which was moored alongsids the Shell
Pider at ths Jha Be Fuel Farm. The veanel suffered minor damages Gut there

were no {riendly casuslties. On 17 Decembsr, the M5TS shdp CaZI S.MN MARTIN

came under attack while proceeding north on the long Tau. A1l rockets missed

the ship. Un 20 December, the 33 PLONLIR MLUG was attocked by rocizta about
13 milaes southesouthaast, of 3algon with no friendly casualtiaes,

On the svening of 1 Decamber, a PER on routina patrol encountered a
Junk 75 faet away from the quay wall at Tra On sub=-soctor campound, about R

10 miles southeast o2 Can Tho, When aporoached by ths PHi's tac Junk

exploded, Investigation revealad that thres persons werse ln the Junk as

T e

well an a 105-mm howitzer rouwd rigzed as a booby trap., The tris had

sarlier atteupted to take the hooby trap into the Tra On sub-sector coapound

but were turned sway and told to dump it into the river. The trio rwmainsd ?;'-':I;-

Enclosure (3)
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on the river aporoxdmitely one hour prior tu ine arrival of whe Fbila,
I Aftar the Junk exploded, tha PCR's apyronchod tha Tra n sub-sector
eompound,  Upon receiving two sniper rounds Jrom the town compluex they

withdrew, M3 toe 200'3 versy walindrwdinm, & huid frenews =xcloded in the

=idah 5f “ma cdvildan trowd wandsh Rud zatnersd cutalls tie comouund

= ]
1llny ndne smtilans and woungiog TP Imialliolnde svaladadon ssneladed
Shay Bhin lmelldont dey hovs Nesn Lndtdatad Ty ot VAst Jueg Larverugt aguad
.‘ srith Tra o osubessctor asound a3 tre sTimoTy ezl Wil S Tza'3 as a3

=eahahle albhenats Saszad of croartanity,.
Yhile 92 survadliance patml in tae early vendny ol 2 Jac.aber,

Seawvmlves 76 and 78 observed 12 sampons, rbout 12 miises northeast of Rach

Ciz, in the process of loading/rewloading. They procseded Lo niace mmltiple

Y

= strikes on the targ-t until they had expended all of their emmiition. They

“‘; obwerved threo direct rocket hils on extremely heavily loaded saiapsns with |
secunernts and other loading personnel hit by heuvy wespons fire. Danage
estinutes wers six sanpans destroyed ami six dawngads Znemy personnal :-':
casualtiss wers listed as eight probably killed and seven probably wouwndeds
There wors no Us .4 cusualities. ;:_*'

TU 116.7.3 proceeding to an harassment and inberdiction aissiou in

response 49 intalligencs on the morning of 12 December came under hoavy :
autamaticeweapons and B-40 rocket fire froam both banks of 2 canal 5 o
Klometers east of 3a Dece 1The cover btoat was hit by a B-40 rocicet whieh :
caumed it to lose steering control. .v‘ngn the lead bosl reverscod course E

r in order to make a soverina firing run both umits azain came urder intenss —"‘

‘ Bnelommre (3)
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=40, recolllesserifle and automaticewsapons fire. Hoth bouta recaivad

ﬂ B=i0 and mumerous wespons hits, Seawslv:s and additional Pil's cane to

e

the assistance of the attacked boato anl thoy were ablo o witldraw %o
& friendly outpomt, Toth boats beached and Lhe wounded were mudévacad
57 Jemwnslwesg. Uue of tag TEL'Y waa hhen bowed Yo Ca Dee widie the other
vz ladh far Mture salvese, 3alvmage avtanmeta ot o0 LI5S0 veT3 LnuuccHdge
Rl Tyt om St Lty bl the add of twe LOM's she SI0 cma ol 9 imer
mound rmese raokel MiLs Yemeath the vansrliae wvars nlagoed and Loz castar
Tumped out. After rellsating the FEU L% s towed %0 3a Jee, Frisaudy
casualiies ders Yo killed in activm and four weundeds CThemy casualiies
based on & report of a reilzble Vietnamess azent wers placed at 17 «llad
by PER and Sewwolf flre, |

At appraximitely thres o! elock in the moralng on 13 December, P34

731 sod ASPW=1ll-5 were patrolling the Tam Qo T2y River, as part of Opera-

tisn SLANT SVLING'HUT, whin they were ambmshed 8 mlles southuast f lic ioa.

Thea ambush site was 100 meters long on both hanks of thu rivar with aons ,50

bt ont b

caliher machine gun at each end of tite sita on the north bank. Initial
firing by the enemy knoclted cut communications on srimary radioca on both
boatse Aflar about 15 minutas the ASPDR was able to contact tha spscial

forcas parsonnsl at Moz Hoa un a PRC=25. Two Aray zunships weres scrambled

. -
¥ to go to the ald of the bortaz. The PBR and A3P3 peturned the fire of the

,::Z'- eneny and the Army gunships made one firing run on tha north hanlc suppress—

%. ing fire, Additional PHd's, ASPU's and Sodwolves wers sent to the area

:;'-:'.it Snclosure (3) i::::
e -
. 4 COMFIBEARAL -

1

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

SUAELEATIAL

JPRRYS PW)

to provide securdty. The FLY was benched ard the ‘munded sedavecud. The
AIPD with PBil's ard Seawolvos providing sazcurity wua towsd & Tuyun Nhone
The Plk procesded to YilH-13 und.r its own powor. The Fih had suffered
Lhrag wi'le7 and numerous small a7Tas Adloe  Ue e camue Liles secd [109
eded on Lhe 256 arm theaw un St WD0De Jhnemy Sadte ooled o LWL
Lita L3 ww aZberoon a8 L. Zocates, Coa'a TLT ad TTI, sreining
23 T L3 heCemyd Dar% 0L <3O/MIAIR ala L LS, mmmrletes do o wtllag

FRE]

ALESEoN S AR AFTALISNT JTILKS Wm werd Seiasmaad t9 heds pensl of
nive Tam o0 Song Wyer when they cdes udoar caary autorn tic-senzone and
mckat e abous 25 ailuw west o7 Fhu Cuoni, The Jury weg ranaemed and
| the units clearsd the idll zone. Seuwolves scrsmbled and aniibional
surfaes ualta cams under attack wbout 3 wiles northenorthwest ol Hisp Hoa
while snroute to the scene. An Anay Lielo team which had also bewn serambled

olecad a sirike in the area and the LiFT pravided cover wud securily far the

“Piiitse Four of the rore eritically wounded iiavynmen were rudevacud, ore of

thvse subsequentiy died of wounds. Two othar P84 personnel wers also 4
i woundeds Ensmy losses &re uniiown. .1
; While trunsiting south on Vam Co Dong idver mid-sfternscn on 29 ]
, Decenber, Pi's 8131 and 8L, GL T ELXiGSHIT TU 194e9eb, reccived

2=40 rocket and automaticewespons fire frm the south bsnk of tho river '

about five miles south of Tay iinh. The unite returned vhe fire und cleared ‘1

the area. One rockst struck FUR 8134 starboard side coxmwain [lit armor i

plate cagaing massive shrapnel damige, Jeo. cusucliles ware the patrol ‘3

Enclosure (3)
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officer killed and three others wounded, one of them serioualy. tnemy
casunlties are unknown.

i During the month, a mumber of enemy armna caches were uncovered and

| selzed. A listing of the itemn seized at the larger caches may be found
an pagze 2 of enclosure (5). In addition to tha aras caches two incidents

m involving noeclcal surplies sccursed., Gne of tiasze wasd a juncen %&usAn

7 9 e At kank of whe Tam 0o Jong [lver, cmich congainmed wer o0 2orpainae

rrobhtan il 10 suturing Kra. The slb e t@as Llater Ldantdlled s oine Lhat

e -

‘ had Uaen wsed previoualy as a Tia% Cong aedical add area., Tha ctiaer
ineddent lavol7ed an ARTYH soldisr found aboard a water haxd —itiacut 4he
nroser papars Lor the 46 bottles of various Sype anti-blotics le wvas
F tranaporting. He was Lurned ovsr to the 3anior Advisor Xian Hoa Province -
s for dizposition. A routine inspuetion »f a Junk by a P22 on 15 Decumber rj
: resulted in the eonflacation of over 27CO pounds of U.3. Handelasp N j
mowdered milk and 60 gallons of Handclasp salad oll by U. e authorities y-r-t
[
and the turning over of 3100 pounds of ummanifested sugsr td MNILO Yy The ':
for Jdisposition.
R |

3 .’
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TI‘I"T’.’RI:}E,QSS!J.‘LT CORCE STMTANY
Decemo.r 19606

Rlverire warfare in December was again characterized by interdice
tlon, escort and patrel, Dase area search and pacification operations,

Szmall urdit actiens over wlde areas in Tlan Joa, fien “lars, Ghoung Thisn,

]

? azd An Zuyen Trovitces accoumsad for LSh izt Cong killed. [‘ocile Tiverirs
Jooup ALSA oreratiors wers condized [or ths most part to activity in Rlan
Jea Provinca, and tha support of the 2nd 2rizade, U. 3. J4mth Iatarntry

' Miviolcn, obile Riverire Jroup 3ATO operatiana consisted largely of a
varlety of special operations in the southesrm delta region 4in coordinatien
i with units of ti:e 2nd, 3vd ard Lth Battalions of Vietnmese Maring Corps.

The followlng takle shows river sssault eraft employment dn a typical
day in Decermber and is indicative of {he pruasent scope of operationss

i ACTIVIIY/OPAR-TT0N MR? CRAFT ACSISIED

; ASPE AT ICN  CC3 REMTLR m7
-~ Infantry 13 32422 6 2 ,:;;;?1
2 s
- 2nd Dattalion VIMC Brizade 2 25 6 1 g
.l - E
R Operation GIANT SLINISQOT 11 Il 3 3 e
Virh Te Carpaign s
2 Rach (ia - long Xuyen Campaipn 2 2

; i
o Chep to CTG 116.9 3 1 T3
= TI Trodming i
o ¥obile Riverine Base "A® Deferse 5 10 2 1 i
'} —
N GROUP & Zrelosurs () "
I Downgraded at 3 yesr inmtervals n
= Declassified after 12 years [}gﬁﬁpegynu :
Y DEQ#-deqimewr -
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ACTTIITY/OFTRATION (CONT'D) ASPB  ATC MOH CCB  RSFUELIR
I iobile Riverine Base "B" Defensas 7 8 1 2

Suppert CTG 117,1 2
: Support CTO 117.2 2
a Casualty report 2
‘: Svarhanl/Conversiaon/lacksit 2 T 1 1
g Shop to £T8 1234 o]
' TCPAL by 1k 20 10 b

TASL GRCUP 117,1 CPERATIONS

During Decamber, Moldls Riverina Group ALPHA engasgsd in a serdies
i of cperations (dasignated Xidney Flush) designed to Xeep corstant presoure 15;::.-
on the Viet Cong, With frequemt irsertions in Ham lLong, Ho Cay amd Truc =
: Glang districts of Xien Hoa Province, Army sround elements cont.ixmgd to o
i . geclc out and destruy the enemy., These operztiocns employ riverira, =lr ard :':
ground assetd and have produced sizmlficamt attritdon a-alpst the enemy, - ;.
| The daily tcll to the Viet Cong has been approximately 10 dead coupled with .
' loss of supplles and equipment, Of the mary detainees taken durins thece ﬁ ‘
actlons, about 20 percent are subsequently classifled as Viet Cong, while 5
the remainder are determined to be innocent civilians, '
O Mzht arbush patrols have now been incorporated into the operations R

of the 3/60th Infantry, This i3 a definite change in ¥IF procedures, 2s

P . .
e e ta T
Lt . Lt et
PO Y S UL -1,

micht landings were previously avoided as too dansercus. The procedure
being followed 1s 4o rest the trocps during the day, land them after dark,
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and extract them the following mo:ning, This Js the sure method successs :

R

Sully employed by undits of the !nth Infantry Divisidn in Long An Frovince N

and last month in (long Tran datrict of Xien Hoa Province,

AR T

Duriny the morth RAD 92, +ith infontry embarked, escorted two ixry
cuprly convoys composed of ICU's and ICU-3's ?rom Dong Tam to the Speeial
Torces camp ab lloe Joa, Iirected fxrem 2 ceammand ard coantrel helicopter,
these conveys uers heavily supporied Uy artillery, assmulf ielicopter :
compandes and embarked troops and procseded via the Cho Gao Cansl, Vam Co
and Vam Co Tay rivers, The convoys are nroviding suppert for airiield ime :
provenent in tba Moc Hoa area, ' i

RAD 132 with six ASPD's fram RAS § and 11 sailed to MPD "AY on 30 i
Noverber and chopped to CT% 117.1 on 1 Decerber. The umits then joined "
;}-:‘: elements of TF 116 in Operation GTANT SLLNCHOD in the Vam Co Tay and Vem
b Co Dong rivers, CTG 194.0, FIRST SEA LORD, directs the conduct of this .,.._...
operation, 7
R The following hostile firs incidents are selected to briafly oute

lirs ths cirevmstancesunder which two Navymen wers killed in action and
seven sailoxrs were woundedi

1, VWhile inserting an Amy intelligence gathering long Ranee e
Reconnaissance Pa.yol (LRRP) at a position 3 miles southwest of My Tho, }.;:_:
urdts of RAD 91 received B-LO rocket and AM fire, ATC=51-8 received thr
S-40 rocket hits, one forward and two below the waterline, Ons U, S, A
soldiur was killed, el:ht were wounded and seven lavy srewmen were wov

Brelosure (4)
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2, On an Oparation SLII.CHOT mi-sion en 2l Decermivery two
ASP3's enrvute to a preplamned ambush site with 1st Adr Cavalry clemorts .
‘on toard, cams under fire at a position 7 mdles south ol Zlep i{loa on the .-
Vam Co Dong fdver, ourlng tha attack, tia lLoat captain af A-5l.5, &2

Wallace 30LG, UGN, weo dlled, Ansiher erewman was wourded, There wuns -

dhly li-rnt damare to toe ASTD's,

3¢ Q@ 27 Teermber at ZLCSH, a patral in suppord of C(paraticon
S7A LIS and consistirg of ope ASP3, thrse PUR'S ard ore AIC was procecding

south an the iach £ia « lLong Xuyen Caral tuhen the patrol was attacikad ab
a position 3 miles northeast of Nach Gla, One sailor was killed ard three e
othors vers woundod as the ATC received*3hree 2=L0 rocket hits, Ilre was e

e
returned as the patrol wdthdrow to the south, Two "Soawolf™ LT were el
. o

scramdled ard placed ctrikes on the suspected enemy positions, e
.._-j..1

TASK “HCUP 117,2 CPRITICHS ~: 4

The fMrst f4ve days of the month wore utildzed Sor tue completicn

of boat maimterance in preparation Jor subsequent operatlons, ‘
On 5 Daecember, 249 15 ot undorway fyom the MAB at Can Tho with
30 assault craft for operztions in base area L20, Three corpardes of the .
Lth Battalion 7 came aboard on 6 December and the task urdt proceeded :
to the area to begin operations which lasted until the 1lth, Throushout
the period V12T troops conductad ground sweeps in selected locations and
the RAC patrolled in the general area within a 10 mile radius to the south -
and geutheawt of fden Hupng on ths Cal Lon River, Enexy reactlon to the TP —

Enslosure (L)
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prasence cane in tha form of 12 B=40 racket ambushza during the poriod,

The fire was returned and suppressed in all but the one instance in vhich
there were friendly troops in the area, Two ussault oraft wepe damsszed as

& result of these actions and four U3l wounded., (n tuo sepurate occasions,
B=40 rounds became laigses in the stymfoam on an A7C wd a Zippo, and failed
to detonate. This oneration sroved o e dne o tha wwed succeasul to

d2ba and resiliad in 55 Tiet Cong ddliled, Inly ome Zriagadly U0 was xdlleds
in addizion ta the large bedy ount, a Ti:t Cong prison camp was dlscavered
by TG units, rawuiilng in the rlesge of 10 '!i.atna:nne prisoners. SeTarel
tona of weanons, ammndtion and militiry su-plias ware captured or destrayyed,
The writs returmed to the 4R3 on 1l Decembes.

The Mobile Riverine Force concept was project:d into the open sea for
the first time attendant to the conduct of Operation SILV.it MACE (TG 194.2) in
the westarn end of the Cua lon River, Oversting as units of Cperation
3UA LJ03, wonitors, AJFB's and aTCts, with one mobile strike Jorce compiny
from Binh Thuy embaried, began late on the night of 16 Detewbor and transitad
Phong Dinh, Chuong Thien and Kien Ciing provinces :nd ths western coast of
South Vietnam in 36 hours., Heanwhile, the US3 LLCR (APR39) with another
MSP tompany and a 30 man UOT/EUD element sabarked, USS SAlTR (A8L23) and
US3 LIEORLL COUNTY (L37T839) (suprort/resupply L°T) procesded to the run—
dezvous point in the Gulf of Thailand in three separate transits via the
3outh China Sea and arcwnd the southern tip of Viutnam. Jough seas delayed

the commencemant of the operation desimed to destroy a series of 12 fish

inclosure (L)
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trap type berricades erected actoss the western end of the Cua Lon River,
Af%er enwountoring difficulty om zmd flats at the Cua Lon entrarce, the
task unit succeeded in transiting the shallowa with the add of a VI jurk
pllot, Strika iorces wers positioned on the bank and UDT/Z0D units cormenced
destruction of the barricades, esting lizht eremy resistance, the SILVER
MACS forves nad comploted barricade destruction on the merwdng of 22 Deceme
ter, and the task unit Tegen wiihdrawsl Irua the area,
tn 31 Cecexber, durirg Tecorualssaics in forcve operwtions alony the

Can Cao Caral in the arca 15«20 rdles scuthwest of fLach Cla, enewmy amtushes
azainat the assanlt crarft produced sigmificant friendly casunltles an two
occasions, %hile underway to land units of the 2nd und 3rd battaliom VIXC,
PAC 15 eraft ancountesed B-LO rocket and automatic weapons (A7) fire £rom
both barks at NO084SH, Althoush evemy [ire was returned and suppressed,
one ATC and orne monitor were damaged by rocket hits and seven USN were
wounded, later that micht between 195CH and 2CL5H, in the same area, the
RAC, asain with 7/C troops aboard, came undor attack three tdmes and re-
ceived LO to S0 Beli0 rockets and heavy AAT fire, ATC-151-12 recelved four
B-LO hits, ATC~152«13 recelved one E=U0 hit and ATC-131«6 sustaired three
Dei0 hits producing heavy casualty fdzures of 10 USR, 28 7I¥C and 3 VN
wounded, Enany fire was retupned by the IUC in all cases and at 22L5 two
"Seawolf"? ~upships and USAP® "Spooky" expended 21,000 rounds on the suspected

enamy positlors,
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CONGHBERTRAL

Detections

Inspectica

Craf't dotained
Zeardinza

Farsans detained

1et Ccong suzpects
destile fire lncidents

-3 ali ~§ ¢

USH STATISTICAL SUMIARY
Vecanber 1700

MARZET TDME  GAME VATDIN

MOBILE RIVIRLIS FCRCE

ho,264 150,913
20,656 45,513
» 0
1h,435 81,218
1,139 1,474
26 -

23 -+

a. RXilled EB(EC)+S1(EST) EL(30)+55(7Hc2
b, Wounded 10(3C)+37(oT)  3(3¢)-23(77¢3)
¢. Captured S Lé
" UA camualties:
a. Zllied 3 Iy (L-TO0W)
b. Vounded 28 b7
c. Captured 0 0
d. Mlssging o] Q
Ineny materdal losses:
a. Destroyed:
(1) Junits or sampans €69 106
(2) Structures 736 ig2
bs Cartured:
(ﬁ Junks or sampans * 2
(2) Veapons #* SEE PAGE
(3) Ammmnition (roeunds) # SZE PACS 2
(4) Rica (tems) * 1+
¢. Dammged:
(1) Jumks o sampans 313 72
(2) Structures 693 113
TN materinl losses:
as Dastroyed:
(1) Surface craft 0 0
N (2) Helicopters 0 o)
(1) Surface craft 17 17
(2) Belicopters 0 1
SAR missicns #* *
Reamarlks:

»# Includes 2,327 grensdes.

Ll
22

2 T36E/15 USA/6 T TICCn
lole .y |
L7 U=|/118 USA/N? TR/
6 T TICHN3 N

o)

L 7s4A

131
1,276
33

2,454
32,700
30

*

# Information not spolicable or not available this date.

wwt Tncludes 227 BelO rocists, 115 wortar rounds, and § tangalore

msn

GROUP &
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Declassifiod after 12 years
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; LSMMITTICH AND YEAPQHS CAPTURED AS A RESULY CF TF 116 CPERATICIS:
i 177,600 FCTHDS CT SMALL ATMS AMMIYITICN
. 1,600 ROUNDS COF 12.7ma HSAVY MACTOZ GUH ASKITTICN
6 ATODS 75 RECOTTIESS RITIE
10 ROMDS S7am RECCTILISS RIFLE
479 RCDS Elma MCITAR
: 558 ATHDY 60vm MOTTAR
" 100 MOMES CF VARTCNS TYPSS
. Lo CHY CCM TCRWIDCES RACCID AS WATER M=
- 1,148 70s T3 CQUITIITS G TWO 55 CALLGY DIUMS o7 LhIMDTS (P UL TS
(PG CTMCTSIILN, FRACMENTATICY)
48 122+w=n RCCIZTS
38 TTIES (TCCAIT AID MORTAR) :
95 TG BCCSTERS .
f 116 CASES OF Bw40 CEASCE? RO
1 120ma NMCRTAR IHCHReSqT o
20 *IOUTID PACSETS CF Celi b
7 15.70CE STICES GF G- T
- 1 CHT COM ROCKET SICHT —
| 1 120 MORTAR ¥ITS TRIPCD AHD BASE PLATE -
1 LICET MACHINE O WITH 7RIPCD
1 &G HORTAR WITH BASB PLATE AND SICHTTIC DEVICR
1 MACHTIE G CRADLR .
i 50,000 TT OF BLASTTHG CCED e
36 BLASTING CAPS "]
389 RATTSRTE : B
3 _—
-_'\ "" .
o
=
o

s
.
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-
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HAVAL ADVISORY DRCUP ST ARY
Dacenver 1960

Four more PCT's wers turned over to the Viaetnamese Navy (VNN) this
month to bring the total of VHN PCP's to 12, On 27 December, two PC7?'s
ﬁ conducted the Tirst TN river patrol in econjunction with Operation STA
ICEDS when the Cal lon Mver was penstrated iato areas never cefore reached

oy T cra, Thls f4rst mission was designed as a familigrizztion with

[. STA LORDS operations; there was ro eremy comtact made during the 25-mile
3 tripe In additdon, derivative berefits came from a VNN eraft flying the »
1 Vietnamese flag throughout the pagsage and in the small Delta village of ‘
h Xlen Hung, "‘"
= Brigade 4, Vietnamase Marine Corps (VIMC), compoeed of the lat and
- 2nd Infantry Sattalions and Battery B, VI?T Artdllery Battalion, operated R
h in the vicinity of Tay Mizh under the operational comtrol of the 25th ARVN ~
Infantry Division during Operation SONG THAN, The brigade met with no

: significant enemy contact durirg the deployment of 1-9 December, 0n 10 -
? December, ths brizade reiired to the base camp at Thu Duc,
. Brigade B was composed of the Lth Infantry Battalion and Battery D, h
VIMC Artillery Battalion ffom 1 throuch 18 December and participated in

Operaticn SONG THAN under the operational econtral of the ZLst ARVN Infa
Division in Chuong Thien Province, On 10 December, the warines wers ¢
with L1 erery killed and 6 captured along with a large quantity of we
and ammundtion, The VN marines suffered seven wounded during this t
The 2nd Infantry Battalion relieved the Lth Infantry Battalion on? "
GROUP L Erele

Downgraded at 3 year intervals o . - a
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and on 24 December the 3rd Infantry Battalion joined the brizade, On

l 20 December the marines, under the operational cuntrol of the 2Zlst ARVN
Infantry Division, participated in amphibious operatiors in close coordina-
tion with the U, S, Mobils Biverirs Force in the northern U«ilini Forest

area, On 71 Dacember the marires incurred 28 wounded when the FAS crads

1 &

in which they wese riding came under enary atitock, A firafizit ensued
with urkncwn enemy casualtiess,

The newly instituted Amphidious Task Torece (iTF), composed of the
3rd Infantry Battalion, VNN RAG 21/33 and the ARV 7th and $th Infantry
DMvisions, Besan conductire operztions in the My Tho/Ben Tre areas thia
i menth and participated in operations SOUG THAN and KIDNEY FIUSH, The

fledging ATF recorded little enemy contact duxing its first month of

operations,

H The Sth and 6th Infantry battalions cperated in and around Tay Ninh
this month conducting reconralssanceeineforcs and small umlt patrols on )
individual assigmments, The 5th Battalion was committed to the U, S, lst ‘
Alr Cavalry Division and the 1lst Airborne Bidgads while the 6th Battalion H

"'.V.".' T e e
R

pursued the enemy under the operational contrel of the ARVN 5th and 25th
Infantry Divisions,
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VLI/TaC STATISTICAL STIRMART

TISTUANESE AVY:

| Dally Averase Searched Datained
| [, may oy Jumits feoala Juniss caonls
CASTAL FCRCT i
T 35.3  35.9 17,363 65,72 39 2
= Lg.2 L7, o2,nél &¢, 20 2é o37
::: t‘..;l_; Lls-) 1‘,3‘7 3\1,‘3 5 30
W 63,6 53.7 13,552 32 "’"T 9 2
fab-totails: €2,,11 205,573 S5 £k
#TT AT COMIAD
. AL TLss 39.7 32,7 2,335 . 10,265 7 31
5
j JIVERTHE A
m’f 130.0  128,7 9,548 30,143 o] 0
#%] RESIRVE
T ECEE 3.7 L. 8.h89 16,731 2} 9
'-'f"I'Le- {3,050 &L 58 12 oo
TUMRIAESE aanE CLaz™s:
JCATVA: TTA_S¢ Capturad 22  Zuswpects detained L2
e A "TTA,_ 97
#Provided_ 91 wmfire suport missicns.
i'neludes A0 27, W20 mnd W0 31
QRCTe b Zieloswa { 7
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PSICHOLOGICAL AND CIVIC ACTICYN COPERATICNS
) Decamber 1968

This menth 25 Hoi Chanhs rallied to naval forces. Tha total for a

B, By e
WLt .
r e AP L

this year stands at 235, which is a L6 percent increase over last year's
total., The vast majority (153) of thess peaple.: have rallied during the

last four months.

Ry

In canjumetion with Cperatien GIANT SLTVGSHOT, laud speaksr cpera-
tims were conductad extansively along the Tam Co Demg River. Quicl
reaction leaflet drops and aerial loudspeaker broadcasts exploited the

paychological mulnerabilitles of the ensmy generated by the presence of

N U, S, Yaval foreces, and ‘n particular Navy SEAla, in the areas of the

z Cal lon, Bo De and Ong Doe riverz, the Rach Gila-Lemg Iuyen Canal and —-'q
e Phu Quoc Island. The praesence of U, S. Foroes along the Rach Gla-Iong
Xuyen Canal has had & strateglc effect upm pacificaticn by gaining
m vital linea of commnications and allowing refugess to resettlo in -a«-
L thelr former homes under gsecurs conditiens. Psychological operations in
t:: this area were also conducted in the form of HEDCAP and MILCAPS to
solidify the gains made in the parificatiom program. The response of
the pacple to these efforts was enthusiastic. Speaker operaticns and

MEDCAPs were also contirmed alany: the major Mekong River complex. An

ingight into the walue of waterborme speaker operations might be gained T
from the following incident: In My Tho through various scurces the R
names of seven members of the Viet Coug infrastructure were gained. '-:(l',

These peopls were appealed to by name in speaker cperaticns urging them
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to rally to tho government cause and guaranteeing their persmal safoty.
Two of those appesled to subsequently rallied to the government.

In the Rung Sat Special Zeme a majer effort was mnde in pacificatiom
1o upgrade ly ihen village, Zormerly rated a centestod area. FSZOPS wers
canducted during the aonth in the form of [TDCAP3, entertalament troups
and speeches by the Tiatriet Chiasf nrpdng the necpla to rally vehind tha
goverrment. The results wers most offective as avidenced by the radical
changs In atiitude by 4he zopulace Jor the sovernment.

Throughout the rest of the country daily FSTUPS wers canducted
utilizing the themes of velimtary informant, Chieu Hoi, support of the

govermunt and the progress of the Paris Peace Talks. There was also
centinued use of Armed Propaganda Teams (ex-Viet Cong) participating in )
live spsakear broadcasts. : '-Z‘--':

During ths mmth in excess of 50 IIEDCAPs wers conducted and 13,862 -y

rersang were treatad,

i
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